
Table 276. College Freshmen—Summary Characteristics: 1980 to 2008
[In percent, except as indicated (24.5 represents $24,500). As of fall for first-time full-time freshmen in 4-year colleges and
universities. Based on sample survey and subject to sampling error; see source]

Characteristic 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Sex: Male . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48.8 48.9 46.9 45.6 45.2 45.0 45.1 45.2 45.4
Female . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51.2 51.1 53.1 54.4 54.8 55.0 54.9 54.8 54.6

Applied to more than three colleges. . . . . . . . . . . . 31.5 35.4 42.9 44.4 50.5 55.4 56.5 56.5 60.1

Average grade in high school:
A– to A+ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.6 28.7 29.4 36.1 42.9 46.6 46.0 45.9 47.2
B– to B+ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58.2 57.1 57.0 54.2 50.5 48.0 49.4 49.0 48.0
C to C+. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.9 14.0 13.4 9.6 6.5 5.4 4.6 5.0 4.7
D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

Political orientation:
Liberal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.0 22.4 24.6 22.9 24.8 27.1 28.4 29.3 31.0
Middle of the road. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57.0 53.1 51.7 51.3 51.9 45.0 43.3 43.4 43.3
Conservative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.0 21.3 20.6 21.8 18.9 22.6 23.9 23.1 20.7

Probable field of study:
Arts and humanities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.5 10.1 10.5 11.2 12.1 12.8 13.1 12.8 13.5
Biological sciences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.5 4.5 4.9 8.3 6.6 7.6 8.3 8.6 9.3
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.2 24.6 21.1 15.4 16.7 17.4 17.9 17.7 16.8
Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.4 6.9 10.3 10.1 11.0 9.9 9.5 9.2 8.2
Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.2 11.0 9.7 8.1 8.7 8.3 8.0 7.5 9.4
Physical science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.2 3.2 2.8 3.1 2.6 3.1 3.1 3.2 3.2
Social science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.2 9.4 11.0 9.9 10.0 10.7 11.2 11.1 11.5
Professional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.5 13.1 13.0 16.5 11.6 14.6 13.0 14.5 13.8
Technical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.1 2.4 1.1 1.2 2.1 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.0

Data processing/computer programming . . . . . 1.7 1.7 0.7 0.8 1.5 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.5
Other 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.0 15.1 15.8 16.0 17.9 14.1 14.2 14.2 13.2

Communications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.4 2.8 2.9 1.8 2.7 2.0 2.2 1.8 1.8
Computer science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.6 2.4 1.7 2.2 3.7 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.0

Personal objectives—very important or essential:
Being very well off financially . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62.5 69.2 72.3 72.8 73.4 74.5 73.4 74.4 76.8
Developing a meaningful philosophy of life . . . . . 62.5 46.9 45.9 45.4 42.4 45.0 46.3 49.2 51.4
Keeping up to date with political affairs . . . . . . . . 45.2 (NA) 46.6 32.3 28.1 36.4 37.2 37.2 39.5

Median family income ($1,000) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.5 37.3 46.6 54.8 64.4 73.2 76.2 77.9 77.5

NA Not available. 1 Includes other fields not shown separately.
Source: The Higher Education Research Institute, University of California, Los Angeles, CA, The American Freshman:

National Norms, annual.

Table 277. Residence and Migration of College Freshmen by State: 2006

[As of Fall. Includes first-time postsecondary students who had graduated from high school in the previous 12 months and were
enrolled at public and private not-for-profit 4-year degree-granting institutions that participated in Title IV federal financial aid
programs. Excludes respondents for whom state residence and/or migration are unknown. Also excludes U.S. Service Academies
(Air Force Academy, Coast Guard Academy, Merchant Marine Academy, Military Academy, and Naval Academy)]
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in-state 1

U.S. . . . 1,326,915 73.3 74.6
AL . . . . . . 21,739 68.3 86.7
AK . . . . . . 2,178 89.3 58.7
AZ . . . . . . 17,521 65.5 79.6
AR . . . . . . 14,073 74.6 87.6
CA . . . . . . 107,247 89.1 83.5
CO. . . . . . 22,361 74.1 73.8
CT . . . . . . 17,760 53.2 41.2
DE . . . . . . 5,100 37.7 51.7
DC. . . . . . 8,776 7.2 28.5
FL . . . . . . 60,223 80.0 83.4
GA. . . . . . 37,652 78.8 77.3
HI . . . . . . 3,201 65.4 44.9
ID . . . . . . 7,156 61.7 73.6
IL. . . . . . . 48,271 79.9 64.5
IN . . . . . . 42,857 70.2 86.9
IA . . . . . . 17,922 60.9 79.8
KS . . . . . . 13,691 76.0 79.1
KY . . . . . . 20,936 75.4 86.5
LA . . . . . . 22,520 85.2 89.4
ME. . . . . . 7,371 61.1 57.9
MD. . . . . . 19,171 64.6 46.4
MA. . . . . . 47,947 49.9 58.8
MI . . . . . . 48,470 86.7 86.5
MN. . . . . . 25,155 72.0 62.8
MS. . . . . . 8,808 66.6 82.0

State

Total
freshmen

enroll-
ment in

institutions
located in
the state

Percent-
age of all

enrolled
freshmen

who are
enrolled
in their
home
state

Percent-
age of

freshmen
state

residents
who are

attending
in-state 1

MO . . . . . 26,915 71.1 77.4
MT. . . . . . 5,276 67.4 74.6
NE . . . . . . 10,637 75.8 79.2
NV . . . . . . 6,494 85.0 75.3
NH. . . . . . 8,808 37.6 41.8
NJ . . . . . . 23,684 84.8 40.1
NM. . . . . . 6,729 83.7 72.5
NY . . . . . . 101,299 72.6 72.9
NC. . . . . . 44,324 72.0 87.8
ND. . . . . . 5,496 51.2 73.1
OH. . . . . . 61,401 81.5 81.3
OK. . . . . . 17,339 75.5 86.9
OR. . . . . . 12,709 65.3 69.6
PA . . . . . . 81,766 65.7 78.5
RI . . . . . . 11,510 25.8 54.2
SC . . . . . . 20,413 68.7 85.9
SD . . . . . . 5,470 66.8 74.6
TN . . . . . . 26,822 73.4 80.3
TX . . . . . . 79,356 91.8 83.2
UT . . . . . . 13,928 63.8 89.9
VT . . . . . . 5,905 28.0 41.8
VA . . . . . . 36,672 69.9 73.1
WA . . . . . 19,009 77.2 69.4
WV . . . . . 11,078 61.1 87.6
WI . . . . . . 31,979 73.9 77.1
WY . . . . . 1,495 60.1 54.9

1 Students residing in a particular state when admitted to an institution anywhere, either in their home state or another state.

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Fall 2006 Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS), Spring 2007.
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